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Freshman Junsheng Ma has been named a MIT Club of Washington Scholar. Junsheng is a first generation college
student. Below he shares with you some of his interests and activities.

INTRODUCTION

I participated in FIRST Robotics for three years. I started sophomore year in high school with my school
team, team 449. I was the head of mechanics and led the sub-team during my junior and senior year year.
I've been to competition every year.

I believe that one of my most meaningful activities in high school was FIRST Robotics. FIRST Robotics is
what led me to pursue a career in engineering. FIRST Robotics showed me the spirit of engineering. It
taught me that through creativity and hard work you can build something awesome that will have an impact
on the world. The possibilities are endless in what engineers can do. Another aspect of FIRST Robotics
that I took to heart was that collaboration is the key to success. Engineers need to collaborate so that they
can build the best product that will yield the best result. Engineers do not build alone, they build together.

I hope to pursue this sort of activity at MIT, seeing that I enjoyed robotics so much in high school. MIT will
be the perfect place to continue this activity because it is a place filled with engineers and people alike that
share the same spirit of engineering as FIRST Robotics.

HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

ATHLETICS

I played boys volleyball through my sophomore year.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

I did tutoring and summer camp volunteering my freshman and sophomore years of high school.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

I was involved for three years with Maryland Youth and Government, a state-wide mock legislative session
at my state capital. I've had the roles of delegate and senator.

OTHER

I did regional debate in my area for four years. I was the captain of my school debate team, and I placed
second in the county tournament during my senior year of high school. The format was public forum
debate, and the tournament was sponsored by the National Forensics League.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

I participated the Interphase EDGE program this summer through the MIT Office of Minority Education.

WHY I CHOSE MIT
The choice was simple for me. MIT is the best school in the world, especially in science and engineering. I
hope to study engineering. I am heavily leaning toward mechanical engineering but other possibilities
include aerospace and environmental.
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I would like to build something awesome and unique. Hopefully that something involves an arduino,
raspberry pi or some sort of micro controller because I've never used them before, and I would love to
learn.

THANK YOU

Thank you all so much for the scholarship, and opportunity. It means a lot to me and my family. When my
family arrived in the United States nine years ago, I couldn't possibly have imagined that I would be going
to MIT, one of the best institutions in the world. I am grateful for it all. Thank you!
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